
几 net (wang3)
This is the simplified form of the character for ‘net’; 
the traditional form is 偁, which is a combination 
of ‘silk’侇 (mi4) and ‘to deceive’ 凣 (wang3). The 
simplified version is actually closer to the original 
pictograph, so let’s stick with that. 几 can refer to  
a physical object or, just as in English, it can serve  
as the abbreviation of ‘internet’. 

凡 is the form of the character used as a component 
in certain compounds. 

♚ friend (you3)
In oracle-bone inscriptions, this character depicted 
two right hands drawn together, in reference to two 
people shaking hands and becoming friends.  

Two ‘moons’ together, 㦚 (peng2), also means ‘friend’ 
or ‘companion’. 㦚 represents two people hanging 
out together, keeping each other company. ♚ 
represents two hands stuck together, implying that 
they support and help each other. 

In modern Chinese, 㦚 and ♚ share the same 
meaning. However, ♚ is much more common; 㦚 is 
rarely used, except in phrases or idioms. Add 㦚 and 

♚ together, it still means ‘friend’: 㦚♚ (peng2 you3).  

好㦚♚ (hao3 peng2 you3) means ‘good friend’. 
Sometimes we abbreviate this as 好♚ (hao3 you3), 
but we never say 好㦚.

廻㦚䕦♚ (zhu1 peng2 gou3 you3; literally, ‘pig friend 
dog dude’) is a common idiom describing friends 
who are a bad influence. 

几♚ online friend (wang3 you3)
net + friend = online friend

This phrase is a convention, so don’t say 几㦚♚ or 

几㦚. People will roll their eyes if you get it wrong! 

上几 to surf the internet (shang4 wang3)
to go up + net = to surf the internet

下几 (xia4 wang3) 
to get off + net

Depending on the context, this phrase means either 
‘to get off the net [internet]’ or ‘to put down the 
[physical] net’.
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